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Background:  

Hound hunting of bears is illegal in two thirds of the 

United States. Of the 32 states that permit bear hunting, 

18 states allow the use of hound hunting, including 

California. The 14 that do not include serious hunting 

states like Montana, Colorado, Washington and Oregon. 

 

The use of hound hunting involves fitting hunting dogs 

(mostly hounds) with equipment such as high-tech radio 

collars that allow the hunter to monitor the dogs’ 

movement remotely. Packs of dogs are released to chase 

bears and bobcats for perhaps miles, across rugged 

terrain and even across private property. Hunters do not 

have to keep up with the chase. The dogs will pursue the 

bear to the point of exhaustion until she climbs a tree to 

escape the baying hounds, who turn their heads toward 

the sky to watch the trapped bear. Once hunters hear that 

the dogs have treed an animal, they catch up and can 

take a shot at the bear at close range. If the animal is 

unable to climb a tree, or is a cub or bobcat, she may be 

torn apart by the dogs. Other times the animal may turn 

aggressive and fight, wounding or killing the dogs. 

 

Each year, California permits the taking of about 1,700 

bears. Less than half are killed by those using hounds. 

Less than 20 percent of bobcats killed in California are 

taken by hunters using hounds. These figures do not 

include those taken illegally, or poached. Bears are a 

favorite target of poachers because of a lucrative 

underground bear-parts trade. 

 

To be sure, many hunters view the practice of using 

hounds to pursue predators as inhumane, unsporting and 

violating the principle of “fair chase.” Not only do bears 

and bobcats suffer, hunting hounds are often neglected, 

killed or wounded in the hunt, or abandoned in the field. 

Packs of hounds running unleashed through forests and 

habitats often disturb, distress, wound or kill other 

wildlife, including protected and endangered species. 

 

A recent poll by Mason Dixon Polling & Research 

showed that 83 percent of Californians oppose the use of 

hounds for hunting bears. Likewise, 75 percent would 

support a ballot measure prohibiting the use of dogs to 

hunt bears. 

 

Proposal: 
SB 1221 would prohibit the use of dogs for bear and 

bobcat hunting. Hunters would still be able to take bears 

and bobcats during open season with the appropriate 

Department of Fish and Game licenses and tags. SB 

1221 would exempt the use of dogs by federal, state, or 

local law enforcement officers carrying out official 

duties. Avid hound hunters would still be able to use 

dogs to hunt other fur-bearing mammals such as 

raccoons, possum, boars and squirrels. This bill would 

not prohibit the use of dogs by bird hunters.  

 

California has a long history of protecting its resources 

and protecting animal welfare.  The continued use of 

hound hunting runs counter to California’s reputation as 

a humane state. Again, hound hunting of bears is illegal 

in two-thirds of the United States. The time has come for 

California to abolish this inhumane, savage and 

unnecessary practice.   

 

SB 1221 is also co-authored by Senate Pro Tempore 

Darrell Steinberg, Senators Calderon, Leno, and Yee, 

Assemblymembers Atkins, Blumenfield, Eng, Fong, 

Hill, Portantino, Solorio, and Williams. 

 

Sponsor:  

The Humane Society of the United States 

 

Support: 

Sierra Club California 

ASPCA 

Best Friends Animal Society 

Born Free USA 

Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care, Inc. 
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Sierra Wildlife Coalition 

Bear League 

Wildcare 

Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association 

Sierra Club –Kern Kaweah Chapter 

Lake Tahoe Humane Society  

San Francisco SPCA 

Marin Humane Society 

Haven Humane Society (Redding) 

Santa Cruz SPCA 

Sacramento SPCA 

Yolo County SPCA 

spcaLA 

Ohlone Humane Society (Fremont) 

Ojai Wildlife League 

Mountain Lion Foundation 

Los Padres Forest Watch 

The Paw Project 

Injured and Orphaned Wildlife 

San Diego Animal Advocates 

Santa Clara County Activists for Animals 

The Fund For Animals – Wildlife Center 

In Defense of Animals 

The League of Humane Voters 

Klamath Forest Alliance 

Environmental Protection Information Center 

Project Coyote 

Public Interest Coalition 

Last Chance for Animals 

Lions Tigers and Bears 

Animal Rescue Team 

Big Wildlife 

Wildlife Rehabilitation and Release 

Animal Legal Defense Fund 

Buckhorn Ranch 

Social Compassion in Legislation 

Animal Rescue Team 

State Humane Association of California 

Over 3,460 Individuals 

 

Opposition: 
Siskiyou County 

California Waterfowl 

California Outdoor Heritage Alliance 

Outdoor Sportsmen’s Coalition of California 

Safari Club International 

The California Sportsman’s Lobby, 

   Inc. 

National Shooting Sports Foundation, Inc. 

California State Beekeepers Association 

Plumas County 

Glenn County Farm Bureau 

Shasta County Farm Bureau 

California Cattleman’s Association 

California Farm Bureau Federation 

County of Tehama 

County of Yuba 

Shasta County 

Supervisor J. Nutting, El Dorado County 

Tehama County Farm Bureau 

Tri-County Houndsmen 

Tule River Houndsmen 

Klamath Alliance for Resources and Environment 

Lower Sherman Island Duck Hunters Association 

Modoc County Fish, Game and Recreation Commission 

Scott Valley Veterinary Clinic 

Numerous Individuals 

 

Votes 

5-3 Senate Natural Resources 

5-2 Senate Appropriations 

22-15 Senate Floor 

 

Status: 

Assembly Water Parks and Wildlife Committee 

 

Staff Contact: 

Policy: Theo Cline, (916) 651-4028 

Theodate.cline@sen.ca.gov 

Press: Ray Sotero (916) 651-4028 

mailto:Theodate.cline@sen.ca.gov
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Ray.sotero@sen.ca.gov 
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